Report from the Tower WG – Alain Sandoz:

Starting point

Approaches:

There are different approaches in the Internet, Identity and Privacy debate and some related key questions of “Freedom” like:

“May our kids benefit from the same freedoms and rights in about 20 years time as we do today?”

What are the opportunities and limits of nowadays Connectivity?

Where are we going? There are different e-ID management models in the interest of whom? Basically there are (at least) three spheres:

*The Government and its administration (SECO)? 

*Business and Commerce? (Property products)

*Individual users, consumers and citizens / civil society?

(in respective roles)

Can we manage needs, concerns and necessities of different target groups with the existing (SwissID) management model? Does one model fit to the divers / complex needs and expectations of all (target groups/stakeholders)?

Is the introduction of SwissID demand or supply driven (pushed by SECO)?

Assessments:

There are new Gatekeepers – extremely powerful like Google etc. – controlling and supervising access and information search habits of users and citizens.

Self-determination on your personal information and data becomes more and more difficult.

We observe a co-existence of different cultures, desires and needs for privacy. How much privacy is really needed? Should we force those who have / see no problem exposing / exhibiting themselves with their private sphere and data not to do this? Governmental paternalism.

Or:

Should we concentrate on and support those who really want / need to protect their privacy?

Conclusions:

Not much so far. Except the feeling that we have no influence on what happens in this (SwissID) field ;-)

