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VERS LE SOMMET MONDIAL

SUR LA SOCIETE DE L’INFORMATION
(Genéve, 10-12 décembre 2003)

par Monsieur Guy-Olivier Segond |

Le 21 décembre 2001, I’Assemblée: générale des Nations Unies a décidé de
-convoquer un Sommet mondial sur la société de ’information qui aura lieu en 2 phases, a
Geneéve (2003) et a Tunis (2005).

Ce Sommet mondial traitera des modifications profondes que la Société de
I'information entraine dans tous les domaines de I’activité humaine. Il examinera les
moyens de mettre cette révolution au service du développement humain en luttant contre Ia
fracture numérique. A cet effet, il adoptera, & Genéve, une Déclaration de principes et un
Plan d’action. -

Réunissant les chefs d’Etat et les chefs de goﬁvemement de toute la planéte, ce
Sommet mondial sera, pour la premiére fois, ouvert aux entreprises du secteur privé et de la
société civile. ' ’ ’

Comment se décide un tel Sommet ? Comment se prépare-t-il ? Quels en sont les
enjeux ? Quels en sont les effets ? Telles sont quelques-unes des questions qui seront
abordées au cours de cette conférence-débat par Monsieur Guy-Olivier Segond, ancien
Maire de Genéve, ancien Président du Conseil d’Etat, qui a été nommé, au début de cette
année, Ambassadeur spécial pour le Sommet mondial sur la société de 1’information.

Mars 2002




Référence

Organisation des Nations Unies
pour |'éducation, la science et la culture

UNESCOo

M. Raymond Morel
Directeur du Centre Informatique

) Pédagogique (CIP)
cinqu ante ans 2-4 rue Théodore-de-Beze
C.P.3144
CH 1211 Genéve 3
Suisse
ED/HEP/ES/EK/CP Le 22 novembre 1996

Re: 45éme session de la CIE: Table ronde sur “L’impact des nouvelles
technologies de ’information sur I’enseignement et les enseignants”
(Genéve, 2 octobre 1996) - sommaire des discussions

Cher Monsieur Morel,

J’ai le plaisir de vous envoyer ci-joint le sommaire des discussions de la Table
ronde mentionnée en objet.

En vous remerciant encore une fois de votre précieuse contribution aux débats
de ladite réunion, je vous prie d’agréer, cher Monsieur Morel, I’expression de ma

considération distinguée.
yaz
Evgueni Khvilon

P.J.

7, place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07 SP France
Tél + (33.1) 45 68 10 00
Fax + (33.1) 45 67 16 90



Round Table: The Impact of Information and Communication
Technologies on Teaching and Teachers

This Round Table was organized by the Education Sector of UNESCO as a follow-
up to the Second International Congress of UNESCO on Education and Informatics:
Educational Policies and New Technologies (Moscow, 1-5 July 1996).

The Round Table opened with the projection of a videocassette presenting the major
highlights of the Congress.

The discussions were moderated by:

Dr Alexei L. Semenov, Rector of Moscow Institute for Teacher Development and
Vice-Chairman of Moscow Committee of Education (Russia);

Professor Raymond Morel, Director of the Centre Informatique Pédagogique in
Geneva (Switzerland), the Swiss representative in the Technical Committee 3
(Informatics and Education), International Federation for Information Processing
(IF1P);

Dr Bernard Cornu, Professor of mathematics at the University of Grénoble, Director
of the Institut Universitaire de Formation des Maitres (France), Chairman of IFIP
Working Group 3.1 (Secondary Education);

Professor Jean-Marie Bouyou, Secretary General of the National Commission for
UNESCO of Gabon.

Dr Alexei Semenov served as Chairman and Dr Bernard Cornu, as Rapporteur.

The UNESCO Secretariat was represented by Mr. Evgueni Khvilon as the
representative of the Director-General of UNESCO and Ms Mariana Patru, who acted as
Secretary of the meeting.

The Secretary briefly commented on the working document prepared by the
Education Sector, outlining the three major issues around which the discussions should be
centred, namely: (i) the ways in which ICTs influence the teaching-learning process and
the role of teachers; (ii) the application of ICTs in teaching approaches and the
correspondinf demands for pre- and in-service teacher training; (iii) international co-
operation to strengthen the use of ICTs and to promote new knowledge and skills of the
educational personnel.

The Chairman proposed that the participants be acquainted with the main UNESCO
activities and publications in the field of ICTs and that discussions concentrate on the
above-mentioned topics.

Mr Evgueni Khvilon briefly presented the main activities carried out by UNESCO
since the first Congress of UNESCO on Education and Informatics, held in 1989, the
eight preparatory regional meetings and the outcome of and documents adopted at the
Moscow Congress.

The Chairman of the meeting took the floor and gave an overview of the challenges
facing teachers today in the introduction and application of ICTs in education based on
international experience. His presentation focussed on the new meaning of teaching and
learning; new literacy; the new roles of the student, teacher and researcher.

The topic devoted to the influence of ICTs on teaching-learning and the role of
teachers was introduced by Dr Bernard Cornu (France), followed by discussions in which
participants from France, Canada, Kenya, Switzerland, The Netherlands took part.




The discussions mainly focussed on the new role which the teacher must assume
today, both as a teacher and a learner at the same time; on the need to reinforce pre- and
in-service teacher training programmes, taking into account the teacher's pivotal role in
the teaching-learning process. The speakers unanimously stressed the need for pre- and
in-service teacher training programmes to be continuously adjusted to take stock of the
rapid changes brought about ICTs. UNESCO was called to pay special attention to co-
operation with non-governmental teaching associations. Distance education has
established itself as an important method of teacher training, especially in developing
countries, tele-teaching being more and more resorted to in upgrading the professional
skills of the educational personnel. In this respect, one of the recommendations of the
Moscow Congress, namely the creation of an international network of teacher tele-
training, was reiterated at the present Round Table. The Institute of New Technologies in
Moscow was mentioned as a possible partner in the establishment of this network.

The topic devoted to the application of ICTs in teaching approaches and the
corresponding demands for pre- and in-service teacher training was introduced by
Professor Raymond Morel (Switzerland), followed by discussions in which participants
from Russia, Canada, Denmark, Croatia, India, Finland, Kenya, Estonia, Jamaica and the
representative of the International Federation of University Women took the floor. The
presentation was accompanied by Internet and multimedia applications.

The main ideas discussed touched on the growing role of multimedia in education,
participants inviting UNESCO to provide analytical studies and to support the elaboration
of national and international projects on the development and use of multimedia in
primary, secondary and higher education. The increasing role of professional teachers'
networks at national and international levels was emphasized. The ethical dimension
regarding the introduction and application of ICTs in all social spheres should be
introduced in the UNESCO programme.

The discussions relating to international co-operation aimed at strengthening the use
of ICTs and promoting new knowledge and skills of the educational personnel focussed
mainly on the recommendations adopted by the Moscow Congress. The main presentation
was made by Professor Jean-Marie Bouyou (Gabon), followed by discussions in which
participants from France, Russia, Togo, Malaysia, as well as the representatives of the
Commonwealth Secretariat and of the UNESCO Regional Office for Africa took part.

The participant from France pointed out the fact that UNESCO should follow up
more closely the implementation of the resolutions adopted by the last General
Conference and the recommendations of the Moscow Congress and set up a ' watch '
centre the mission of which would be to inform Member States about the implementation
of these decisions and recommendations. The participant from Togo called on UNESCO
to assist African countries to redesign teacher training curricula considering the latest
progress in the field of introduction and application of ICTs. The preservation of cultural
identity should be an important component of UNESCO's ICT programme in education.

The Chairman and the Rapporteur summed up the discussions and the conclusions:

o the introduction and application of ICTs should be regarded in a wider social context,
not limited to the educational field; schools do not have the monopoly over education;

¢ the need for the teacher to change his/her traditional role from that of an information
provider to a guide and manager of knowledge; teachers should become more involved
in the development of educational software and methodology;

o the use of ICTs is directed at increasing the quality of the educational process;




o the establishment of electronic networks is considered as one of the most efficient
components in the development of the professional skills of teachers (e.g. the creation
of an international network for teacher tele-training); distance education has
established itself as an important method of teacher training, especially for developing
countries;

e UNESCO should follow up on the implementation of the recommendations adopted at
its General Conference and at the Moscow Congress concerning the introduction and
application of ICTs in education;

e UNESCO should expand co-operation in the field with teaching associations,
international governmental and nongovernmental organisations.

For more information on the Round Table, please contact: Ms Mariana Patru,
UNESCO, Division of Higher Education, Section of Educational Sciences, 7, place de
Fontenoy, Paris 07 SP, France.
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